8                           AT   LARGE
an old red vase up with the share, and searching
the place found a number of the same urns
within the space of a few yards, buried in the
peat, as fresh as the day they were made. There
was nothing else to be found, and the place was
under water till fifty years ago ; so that it must
have been a boatload of pottery being taken in
to market that was swamped there, how many
centuries ago! But there have been stranger
things than that found ; half a mile away, where
the steep gravel hill slopes down to the fen, a
man hoeing brought up a bronze spear-head. He
took it to the lord of the manor, who was in-
terested in curiosities. The squire hurried to
the place and had it all dug out carefully; quite
a number of spear-heads were found, and a
beautiful bronze sword, with the holes where the
leather straps of the handle passed in and out.
I have held this fine blade in my hands, and
it is absolutely undinted. It may be Roman,
but it is probably earlier. Nothing else was
found, except some mouldering fragments of
wood that looked like spear-staves; and this,
too, it seems, must have been a boatload of
warriors, perhaps some raiding party, swamped
on the edge of the lagoon with all their unused
weapons, which they were presumably unable
to recover, if indeed any survived to make the
attempt. Hard by is the place where the great